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(Lead Story) 


‘Little Miss Thoroughbred’ 
Thrilling Saga of the Races 


When “Little Miss Thorough- 
bred,” a Warner Bros. comedy 
drama that tells how big race 
track betting coups are some- 
times engineered, has its local 
premiere next Friday at the 
Strand Theatre, the public will 
be introduced to a six-year-old 
miss who is confidently expected 
by the studio to become the next 
great child film star. 


The little girl, Janet Chap- 
man by name, plays the title 
role in the picture, and a meas- 
ure of the studio’s belief in her 
future is that she was given this 
important part even though she 
had had not one day’s profes- 
sional acting experience before. 


In fact, when the picture was 
started, her part was not as big 
as it was made during the 
course of production, for the 
studio had planned the picture 
mainly as a vehicle for the team 
which scored so great a hit in 
“Alcatraz Island,’ Ann Sheri- 
dan and John Litel, with also a 
fine comedy part for that reli- 
able laugh-getter, Frank Mc- 
Hugh. 

At the outset of the story, 
which was written by Albert 
DeMond and fashioned into a 
screen play by the author and 
George Bricker, Janet is an in- 
mate of an orphanage who is 
firmly convinced that she has a 
daddy somewhere. 


Running away from the or- 
phanage to find her dream 
daddy, the child comes, by 
freakish chance, into the custody 
of John Litel and Frank Mc- 
Hugh, a pair whose chief voca- 
tion is following the horses from 
track to track and trying to 
make a living by betting on 
them. 

Janet thinks Litel is her 
daddy, and, at first reluctant to 
accept this sudden fatherhood, 
he eventually does so because 
he becomes convinced the child 
is responsible for an amazing 
cycle of luck he enjoys. Janet 
also acquires a mother, too, 


when Litel marries Ann Sheri- 
dan. 

The rest of the story concerns 
the fortunes of the strange 
quartette as they travel about 
the country from track to track, 
with the police hunting Litel for 
“kidnaping” Janet, and racket- 
eers also pursuing him for cut- 
ting himself unknowingly into 
their schemes. 


The other adults who take im- 
portant parts in the proceedings 
include Eric Stanley, Robert 
Homans, Charles Wilson, John 
Ridgely and Jean Benedict. 


‘ALCATRAZ’ STARS 
TOGETHER AGAIN 


They’re together again—a 
new type of romantic team 
which made such a hit in “AI- 
catraz Island”’—John Litel and 
Ann Sheridan. 

Litel and Miss Sheridan play 
opposite each other in “Little 
Miss Thoroughbred,” the War- 
ner Bros. comedy drama com- 
ing to the Strand Theatre. 

Probably the hardest-boiled 
romantic team, so far as char- 
acterizations are concerned, the 
two present a new idea in cin- 
ema love-making on this ac- 
count. 

Featured in the cast of “Lit- 
tle Miss Thoroughbred,” in the 
title role, is a tiny six-year-old 
“discovery,” hitherto unknown 
to film fame, Janet Chapman. 
Brought to the studio for a 
screen test on the chance she 
might do to play an insignifi- 
cant “bit” in an orphanage 
scene, tiny Miss Chapman out- 
screen-tested fifteen well-known 
child prodigies of the films to 
win the title part. 

One of the most important 
supporting roles is played by 
Frank McHugh. John Farrow 
directed from a story by Albert 
DeMond. 


aa. 


Newest Movie Star 
Is Very Illiterate! 


There’s a brand new star in 
Hollywood who can’t even 
read. And she isn’t a dog, 
like Rin-Tin-Tin, or a horse, 
like Rex. 

She’s the sensational 
year-old Janet Chapman. 

Janet. couldn’t read her 
“lines” from the script be- 
cause she had just started 
kindergarten when a sequence 
of the wildest chances you 
ever heard tell of tossed her 
right into movie’ stardom. 
Since she couldn’t read her 
lines herself, her coach, Rob- 
ert W. Major, read them to 
her. 

After listening to them one 
or two times she always had 
them. 

Janet is a star in her very 
first motion picture. It is the 
Warner Bros. film “Little 
Miss Thoroughbred.” 
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Quickly Learned 
‘‘Actress’’ Wiles 


Despite the fact that “Lit- 
tle Miss Thoroughbred,” which 
opens next Friday at the Strand 
Theatre, was little Janet Chap- 
man’s first picture, the Warner 
Bros. starlet fast acquired ac- 
tress ways. 


The six-year-old even tried 
to talk a speed cop out of a 
ticket with a line that began, 
“I bet you don’t know who I 
am!” The ticket was for Rob- 
ert W. Major, her acting coach, 
who had driven past a_ stop 
light in the rain. 


While the policeman made 
out the tab, Janet told him all 
about the picture, co-workers 
John Litel, Ann Sheridan and 
Frank McHugh, and wound up 
with another line which, al- 
though it didn’t soften the cop’s 
heart enough, brought a grin 
and a “Thank you, Miss.” It 
was: 

“We have a policeman in our 
picture, too, but he isn’t as 
handsome as.you!” 
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New Film Presents Virtual 
Travelogue on Race Track 


Sets representing sections of 
twelve famous race tracks were 
constructed at the Warner Bros. 
Studio for the production of 
“Little Miss Thoroughbred,” 
coming to the Strand Theatre. 

While racing is only the back- 
ground for the picture, which 
marks the first screen appear- 
ance of the sensational six-year- 
old child star, Janet Chapman, 
scenes of actual racing at 
tracks from Santa Anita to 
Saratoga and Florida to Can- 
ada were used. 

These were filmed at the 
tracks, during actual races. 
For closer shots showing tiny 
Miss Chapman, John Litel, Ann 
Sheridan, Frank McHugh and 
others watching the races or 
around stables, betting windows 
and judges’ stands, permanent 
sets, carefully duplicating the 
real scenes, were built at the 
studio. 

Any track fan familiar with 
the great race tracks of the 
country will thus be able to 
recognize those shown. Hith- 
erto, studio sets of this nature 
have been compromises’. in 
which distinguishing features 
were deliberately left out. Thus 
a section of grandstand or rail 
representing one track in one 
picture might be used to repre- 
sent another track in another 


picture. 
With every important race 
track in the United States 


represented by these sets, War- 
ner Bros. will no longer have 
to resort to camouflage. Direc- 
tor John Farrow, himself a 
track fan, was largely instru- 
mental in getting this added 
realism for “Little Miss Thor- 
oughbred.” 

Farrow, incidentally, helped 
design another important per- 
manent set which the picture 
contributed to the vast “city of 
sets” on the 128-acre back lot of 
the studio. It represents the 
orphanage conducted by nuns, 
where the tot played by Janet 
Chapman is introduced and from 


which she later escapes, search- 
ing for a non-existent “daddy.” 

Other sets of the picture in- 
clude a parade of hotels and 
hotel rooms, apartments gradu- 
ally changing from squalor to 
magnificence—as the principals 
of the story travel from race 
track to race track and tiny 
Janet apparently is the reason 
for their enjoying luck that is 
like the golden touch of a Midas. 


ADULT PLAYERS 
HELP TINY STAR 


For a pair of good sports 
someone ought to nominate Ann 
Sheridan and John Litel, the 
Warner Bros. featured players 
who made a hit together in ‘“Al- 
catraz Island.” 

As a reward for their excel- 
lent work in that picture they 
were given the principal adult 
roles in “Little Miss Thorough- 
bred,” which comes to. the 
Strand Theatre next Friday. 

Although the title role of the 
script as originally written 
was to be given to a child ac- 
tress, the child’s part was not 
dominant. 

In view of Janet’s sensationa 
performance in exhaustive tests, 
her part in the picture was 
strengthened. 

Litel and Miss Sheridan, how- 
ever, didn’t complain a bit and 
they did their best to make the 
tot’s initial screen appearance 
a big hit. 

Their reward may be more 
than virtue, however. As Di- 
rector John Farrow pointed out, 
Spencer Tracy reaped plenty of 
plaudits out of the part he 
didn’t at first want to play— 
with Freddie Bartholomew in 
“Captains Courageous.” Be- 
sides Miss Sheridan, Litel, and 
little Janet, the cast includes 
Frank McHugh, Eric Stanley, 
Robert Homans and others. 


ADVANCE PUBLICITY 


Depression or Recession — 


Janet Brought Good Luck! 


She was born when the banks 
were closed, back in the dark 
Spring of 1932. 

A poor family doesn’t welcome 
a child too heartily, at a time 
like that. But when little Janet 
Chapman was ushered into the 
world in a Cincinnati hospital 
on April 18, 1932, her parents, 
Burl and Kay Chapman, said 
to each other: “Cheer up—the 
tide will turn.” 

They didn’t imagine then that 
tiny Janet would become a 
screen star at the age of six 
and save the family fortunes. 
But the future starlet of War- 
ner Bros.’ “Little Miss Thor- 
oughbred,” which opens next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre, 
was Lady Luck, even then—or 
so it seemed. Before she came 
with her mother from the hos- 
pital to the family’s modest 
home things looked brighter. 


The bank in which the fam- 
ily’s small savings had _ been 
placed had closed because of a 
“run” and was rumored to be 
unable to protect its depositors. 
Now it opened, solvent. The 
Chapmans didn’t lose a cent. 


Burl Chapman, an employee 
of General Motors, worked 
steadily. The motor business 
“nicked up.” That long-awaited 
oft-promised prosperity “just 
around the corner” finally be- 
gan to appear. Janet’s father 
got promoted—was given charge 
of material supplies in one fac- 
tory—an important executive 
job. 

Then he was transferred to 
California, where a big new as- 
sembly plant was being opened. 
Again this meant promotion, 
and an increase in_ salary. 
Things were going pretty well 
until—along came the rum- 
blings of what we call, for va- 
riety, the “recession.” The as- 
sembly plant closed down tight, 
throwing all of its employees 
out of work. 


Burl Chapman was one of 
these. About the same time, his 
wife was stricken by an illness 
that necessitated hospitaliza- 
tion and expense for doctors 
and surgeons—the demolition 
of their savings account. 


Little Janet meanwhile had 
won a child’s singing contest, 
got a free course in the Meg- 
lin Kiddies’ School and _ at- 
tracted the attention of a fa- 
mous drama coach, Robert W. 
Major, who had launched Jane 
Withers and other child, as well 
as adult, stage and screen stars 
on successful careers. 


“Forget about pay,’ Major 
had told the family. “You must 
keep Janet at her training, 
however. Some day, she’ll be 
able to buy you diamonds and 
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LITTLE MISS CINDERELLA— 
Six-year-old Janet Chapman at- 
tains stardom in her very first 
movie, “Little Miss Thorough- 
bred,” which is coming to the 
Strand Theatre on Friday. 
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castles in—well, a Beverly Hills 
mansion.” 


When the Chapmans needed 
aid, however, wasn’t “some 
day.” Things were getting seri- 
ous when a film talent agent 
persuaded Major to let little 
Janet take a film test before the 
coach thought she was quite 
ready, and— 


But the rest, of course, is his- 
tory. With John Litel, Ann 
Sheridan, Frank McHugh and 
others in “Little Miss Thorough- 
bred,” she created such a sen- 
sation, even while the picture 
was in the making, that Easy 
Street suddenly opened up for 
the Chapman family. The stu- 
dio signed the little girl on a 
seven-year-contract. 


Depression or recession, little 
Janet turned the tide! 


PRESS CHATS NO 
PROBLEM FOR TOT 


Eighteen days after she had 
faced a moving picture camera 
for the first time tiny six-year- 
old Janet Chapman, child star 
of the Warner Bros. comedy 
drama, “Little Miss Thorough- 
bred,” which opens at the 
Strand Theatre next Friday, 
was being interviewed for Col- 
lier’s. 

“Have you ever been inter- 
viewed before?” the magazine 
writer asked. Janet wanted to 
know what being interviewed 
meant. The writer told her. 
Then the tot said she hadn’t ever 
been interviewed before. 


Her father, Burl B. Chap- 
man, said reproachfully, “Why 
Janet—what da von eall that 
you had with the editor of the 
Toronto Star, long distance?” 


“T talked to him over the tele- 
phone, daddy.” 


“And the ladies from the mo- 
tion picture magazines, and the 
men from all the newspaper 
syndicates—and the radio 
broadcasters—” He thought he 
had his infant prodigy there. 


“They didn’t interview me, 
daddy,” Janet pointed out. 
“They just said ‘hello, you 
lucky little girl,’ to me. You did 
all the talking.” 


He's Swanky Smoker 


John Litel, appearing in 
“Little Miss Thoroughbred” at 
Warner Bros., has established 
a Hollywood record for “pure 
swank.” 


John carries an elaborate to- 
bacco pouch. From it he takes 
the tobacco with which he rolls 
cigarettes. When the cigarette 
is rolled, he takes a long black 
holder trimmed in ivory out of 
his pocket and puts the home- 
made gasper in it. Then he 
lights the hand-made cigarette 
with a gold lighter in which 
there is a 17 jewel watch. 


The tobacco he uses costs him 
all of five cents a sack. 


It May Start a Fad! 


Ann Sheridan once dyed her 
hair green when, as a child in 
Texas, she became ashamed of 
her beautiful red hair because 
the other kids called her “pump- 
kin top.” But she didn’t intend 
to get the green shade—it was 
a brown dye intended to be 
“shaken well before using” and 
Ann didn’t shake it! 

Recently named by artists 
“the girl with the _ perfect 
American girl figure,” Ann 
plays the feminine lead in the 
Warner Bros. film, “Little Miss 
Thoroughbred,” which comes to 
the Strand next Friday. 
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IN PERFECT FORM — Ann 
Sheridan, the screen’s loveliest 
red-head, puts her own brand 
of glamor in “Little Miss Thor- 
oughbred,” scheduled as_ the 
next attraction for the Strand. 


| Biief History of a 
Sensational Career 


She’s the tiny, six-year-old, 
tow-headed blonde who was 
tested for a “bit” in “Little 


Miss Thoroughbred,” the War- 
ner Bros. 
comedy 
drama com- 
ing to the 
Strand Thea- 
tre next Fri- 
day, but 
swept 
through the 
competition 
furnished by 
half a dozen 
experienced little actresses to 
win the leading role... 

And she’d never faced a 
movie camera nor an audience 
before the test ... Janet is 40 
inches tall, weighs 30 pounds 
.- - She was born in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, April 18, 1932 .. . Moved 
to Fullerton, California, 1936 
. . « Her father, Burl B. Chap- 
man, was employed by General 
Motors; she’s named Kay as a 
middle handle, after her mother. 

Janet won a newspaper talent 
contest last year, which gave 
her six weeks of free song and 
dramatic training ... Then a 
drama coach, Robert W. Major, 
took over her training, and a 
film agent, Harry Singer, scout- 
ing for talent, located her and 
arranged for her first screen 
test . . . For the test she sang, 
danced, recited; got a _ special 
call for next day, when she was 
tested all over again with ’script 
lines by Director John Farrow, 
this time not for a bit but for 
the lead . . . and she won by a 
wide margin! With the release 
of “Little Miss Thoroughbred” 
she has been hailed by movie 
critics and audiences as one of 
the most natural and_ lovable 
child actresses the screen has 
ever had. 
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Ann Sheridan Is Called 
Typical American Beauty 


Titian-haired Ann Sheridan 
has the “perfect American girl 
figure,” according to two famous 
artists, Azadia Newman and 
Jean Charlot, who both enum- 
erated as her outstanding phys- 


ical characteristics her wide 
shoulders, trim hips, straight 
back, long straight legs with 
slender ankles, deep sharply-de- 
fined bosom and __ beautiful 
throat. 


The two artists met and com- 
pared notes on the set of Miss 
Sheridan’s newest Warner 
Bros. picture, ‘Little Miss Thor- 
oughbred,” which opens next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 

Charlot, the noted Continental 
illustrator, had dropped in to 
visit Director John Farrow, 
whose book ‘‘Damien the Leper,” 
he had illustrated. Miss New- 
man, who has painted celebrated 
portraits of Joan Crawford and 
other film stars, was touring the 
Warner Bros. lot and came to 
the same set to watch the act- 
ing of tiny six-year-old Janet 
Chapman, child heroine of the 
picture. 

Other sculptors and artists 
have also heaped praise on Miss 
Sheridan, some for her almost 
classical profile, others for her 
figure. 

Hitherto only three general 
types of “ideal figure’ were 
recognized by artists. One is 
the tall, slender, Norse type, 
characterized by rather large 
bones and high, small breasts; 
medium hips and a height de- 
rived from length of trunk as 
well as legs. In exact contrast 
is the shorter, curvy Latin type. 
The third type, formerly consid- 
ered characteristic of American 
women as well as_ English, 
Seotch and Irish lassies, is 
slightly more athletic, but still 
narrow of shoulder, wider hip, 
and usually with a slight curve 
of the back. 

The prevalence of athletics for 
young girls in American schools 
has developed, according to the 
artists, a new type which must 
be recognized as our own. It 
combines features of ancestor 
races with those developed by 
American conditions: Fine wide 
flat shoulders, long athletic legs, 
deep chest; breasts high like 
Norse woman’s but somewhat 
fuller; hips trim and modelled. 

Miss Sheridan is mainly of 
Scotch-Irish ancestry but 


She's Little Bandit 


They were finishing up “Lit- 
tle Miss Thoroughbred,” the 
picture coming to the Strand 
Theatre next Friday with the 
new six-year-old child star, 
Janet Chapman, in the title 
role. The final shot was a 
three-way clinch between Janet, 
John Litel and Ann Sheridan. 

“Cut! The picture’s finished!” 
said Director John Farrow. 

“And you stole it, you little 
thief!” said Litel playfully to 
Janet. 

The little girl began to cry. 
It took ten minutes before they 
convinced her Litel’s words did 
not mean what her literal- 
mindedness had caused her to 
think they meant. 


A Teacher at Last 


Some of the most beautiful 
film actresses have been edu- 
cated to become school-teachers. 
Ann Sheridan is one of them. 
The red-headed Warner Bros. 
star, heroine of “Little Miss 
Thoroughbred,” coming to the 
Strand, attended North Texas 
Teachers’ College, but a beauty 
contest came between her and 
her first teaching assignment. 
Ann still likes to teach, how- 
ever; she helped teach tiny six- 
year-old Janet Chapman, child 
star of the picture, between 
scenes—just for fun. 


through one Indian ancestor can 
place an additional claim on be- 
ing truly “American.” One of 
her direct ancestors was Gen- 
eral Phil Sheridan. She’s ath- 
letic and started early develop- 
ing her body while attending 
grammar and high school and 
North Texas Teachers’ College. 

She got into pictures via the 
beauty contest route, was signed 
by Warner Bros., and made a 
star chiefly on the strength of 
her work in two prison pictures, 
“San Quentin” and “Alcatraz 
Island.” 

She’s married—of course and 
alas! The lucky man is Ed- 
ward Norris, the handsome 
young actor who played the lead 
in “They Won’t Forget.” 

In “Little Miss Thorough- 
bred,” an exciting story of the 
nation’s race tracks, she plays 
the romantic lead opposite John 
Litel. Besides these two, the 
cast includes Janet Chapman, 
six-year-old tot who looks like 
a winner, Frank McHugh, Eric 
Stanley, Robert Homans, John 
Ridgely, Cy Kendall, Jean Bene- 
dict and many others. 


WARNER STUDIC 
WON ON GAMBLE 


The most popular gamble in 
Hollywood isn’t at the race 
tracks. 

Dyed-in-the-wool cinema folk, 
from top moguls to office boys, 
try to pick rising stars. This 
boy or this girl, they say, is a 
comer. They’ll argue and even 
fight to prove it. And when a 
Robert Taylor, a Wayne Mor- 
ris, an Errol Flynn, a Shirley 
Temple zooms to the zenith— 
how the backers yell, “I told you 
so!” 

More than any star, however, 
tiny six-year-old Janet Chap- 
man, who makes her debut in 
“Little Miss Thoroughbred,” 
which comes to the Strand 
Theatre next Friday, has had 
the “I-told-you-so” boys at the 
Warner Bros. studio busy. 

Director John Farrow has had 
a pretty clear field in claiming 
her discovery, following her 
coach, Robert W. Major. But 
after Farrow and Major come 
the legion who will tell you now, 
“The instant I watched her do 
a scene, I knew she’d be a sen- 
sational child star.” 

Empty bubbles of fame, mi- 
rages and rainbows minus the 
pot of gold there have been a- 
plenty, but the gamble goes on 
in Hollywood day after day be- 
cause occasionally a Janet Chap- 
man appears from nowhere. 
The wheel of fortune turns, 
and—! 
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SHE’S A THOROUGHBRED— 
Ann Sheridan is the feminine 
romantic interest for John Litel 
in “Little Miss Thoroughbred,” 
a saga of the race tracks, com- 
ing to the Strand Theatre. 


newspapers, magazines and other periodicals. 


CURRENT PUBLICITY 


(Opening Day Story) 


ANN SHERIDAN, 
JOHN LITEL AT 
STRAND TODAY 


“Little Miss Thoroughbred,” 
which opens at the Strand 
Theatre today, introduces to the 
movie public a new child actress 
for whom the studio predicts a 
very glowing future. 

The child for whom this bril- 
liant future is predicted is six- 
year-old Janet Chapman, who 
plays the title role in “Little 
Miss Thoroughbred,” a_ part 


that fully equals in importance 
those of the three adult leading 
players, 


John Litel and Ann 


John 
Litel 
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Sheridan of “Alcatraz Island” 
fame, and Frank McHugh. 

Little Janet has the appealing 
task of portraying an orphan 
searching for a father she 
firmly believes exists, and the 
complications of the story ensue 
when she elects Litel to be her 
father. 

Litel and Frank McHugh are 
a couple of race track followers 
who are trying to make their 
living by “beating” the horses, 
and Janet is accepted into their 
strange menage, which also in- 
cludes Ann Sheridan, as Litel’s 
wife, when Litel becomes con- 
vineed the child is responsible 
for a cycle of good luck that he 
begins to enjoy soon after she 
shows up. 

Pursued by the police—for 
kidnaping Janet—and by a gang 
of betting racketeers—for un- 
knowingly cutting into their 
racket—Litel and his compan- 
ions travel from track to track 
enjoying ever-increasing for- 
tune until the police do catch 
up with them. But everything 
turns out all right when Janet 
insists that Litel is indeed her 
daddy and he accepts the title 
with all the sincerity any little 
orphan could wish for. 


And a Little Child— 


Six-year-old Janet Chapman, 
the Cinderella tot Warner Bros. 
elevated to stardom when she 
was chosen for the title role of 
“Little Miss Thoroughbred,” 
which is now showing at the 
Strand Theatre, wanted one day 
to visit the set of another War- 
ner Bros. star. 

A policeman announced that 
the set was closed. Janet, who 
is at the question-asking age, 
wanted to know why. Frank 
McHugh tried to explain. Miss 
So-and-So often closed her sets 
because— 

Janet’: nodded gravely and 
said: “That’s all right. But 
when I’m a star I’m going to 
let anybody watch me act be- 
cause by that time I’l] be good 
enough so I won’t be ashamed 
if somebody watches me.” 


A Laughing Matter 


Three times during produc- 
tion the new child star, six- 
year-old Janet Chapman, had 
the cast and crew of “Little 
Miss Thoroughbred,” which 
is the current attraction at the 
Strand Theatre, weeping with 
her. She weeps real tears when 
she’s acting a crying scene, but 
the instant the scene is over she 
laughs, because to her the fun- 
niest thing in pictures is crying 
when you’re really not sad. 


Cheering a Winner 


(Left to right) Frank Mce- 
Hugh, Ann Sheridan, John 
Litel, and little Janet Chap- 
man cheer their horse home 
toa perfect finish in “Little 
Miss Thoroughbred,” the 
thrilling saga of the race 
tracks, now showing at the 
Strand Theatre. 
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(Review ) 


Audience Hails New Child Star in 
‘‘Little Miss Thoroughbred ’’at Strand 
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STORY SYNOPSIS (not for publication): At St. Catharine’s orphan- 
age, little Mary Ann has invented a dream father. So convinced is she 


that he really exists, that she goes out to look for him. Run down by 
a truck, she is being taken to a hospital in an ambulance, when “Nails” 
Morgan (John Litel), on his way to the race track, drives behind the 
ambulance to make time. To avoid being arrested for this he claims 
Mary Ann as his child. In a tight spot, he has to keep up the decep- 
tion, and take the child home with him. Then begins a strange part- 
nership, with Mary Ann bringing him luck at the race track and Madge 
Perry (Ann Sheridan), his girl friend, and Todd (Frank McHugh ) 
sharing in the accidental parentage. But trouble comes when some 
big-time racketeers try to horn in on their luck, and the orphanage 


is trying to find Mary Ann’s kidnappers. 


In a thrilling trial scene, 


however, the little girl saves the day and wins a legal daddy for herself. 


Alternating moments of gay comedy 
with moments of such exquisite tender- 
ness as can be evoked only by looking into 
the heart of a child, “Little Miss Thor- 
oughbred,” the new Warner Bros. picture 
which opened at the Strand Theatre yes- 
terday, won the double tribute of laughs 
and tears from its audience. 

And it was, indeed, a child who was 
mainly responsible for the sentimental 
spell which the picture cast upon the audi- 
ence—a child who, remarkably enough, 
had never been seen on the screen before 
and yet disclosed amazing talents as an 
actress. 

The tot, six-year-old Janet Chapman, is 
a veritable wonder child, and in her very 
first picture she proved that the Warner 
studio executives are amply justified in 
their belief that she will be the next great 
child star of the screen. She is not merely 
a pretty little girl but is an eloquent and 
compelling actress with an_ irresistible, 
elfin charm that only a person with a 
heart of granite could resist. 

Playing the role of a pathetic little or- 
phan who is firmly convinced that she has 
a daddy and then is sure she has found 
him in the callous person of a race track 
gambler played by John Litel, she moti- 
vates a series of exciting and often hu- 
morous adventures that come to a group 
of adults into whose custody she has been 
accidentally thrown. 

This group consists of Litel and his 
side-kick, a not too bright gambler played 
by Frank McHugh, and Litel’s girl friend 
—subsequently in the story his wife— 
played by Ann Sheridan. 

The precarious living of the trio comes 
from their winnings—when they win— 
from bets on the horses. With the ad- 
vent of Janet they enjoy a cycle of ex- 


traordinary good fortune, which Litel 
believes is due to the presence of the child 
as a mascot. In reality it is the result of 
his unwittingly cutting himself into the 
betting coups engineered by a dangerous 
gang of racketeers. 

The trio and their mascot are shown as 
they travel about the country from track 
to track, dodging pursuit not only by the 
racketeers but also by the police, who 
want them for “kidnaping”’ Janet. Caught 
eventually by the police, they are exon- 
erated from all charges against them in 
a moving court scene dominated by little 
Janet, who insists stoutly that Litel is her 
father. And it is clear, when he accepts 
the designation, that it is not so much be- 
cause it gets him out of a tight spot but 
because the little girl has finally won her 
way into his hitherto flinty heart. 

Although Janet proves to be the most 
interesting personality in the cast, as a 
talented child actress always will, the pic- 
ture would certainly not be the perfect 
little gem it turned out to be if the adult 
actors in it had not also turned in fine 
performances. 

Litel and Miss Sheridan confirm the fine 
impression they made when they were 
teamed before, in “Alcatraz Island,’ and 
McHugh jauntily injects his best brand 
of comedy at just the right moments in 
the story. Other pleasing acting contribu- 
tions are made by Eric Stanley, Robert 
ee Charles Wilson and Jean Bene- 

eta 

The production was directed with rare 
sympathy and understanding by John 
Farrow, who, incidentally, is credited with 
being the discoverer of Janet. Based on 
an original story by Albert DeMond, the 
screen play was written by DeMond and 
George Bricker. 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 


‘Nails! “Monoainiertane soucwerstee vos vacates he John Litel 
MadwenPeriven. ance 8 fw oe Ann Sheridan 
GAG EPA TIM OUON of. '«deteeeeycauaiea at. Frank McHugh 
Mary ‘Aun’... «&. visti Seteeeeeee. ar Janet Chapman 
Colonel! Whitcombe. 22% 20... sae Eric Stanley 
Officer>O Reilly. 7. Wee sceetes cee diite Bens Robert Homans 
Dutel es Baltz tei asin aconenocdiwaeta te Charles Wilson 


PRODUCTION 


DATCCECR MODY. + chen csceos as ete John Farrow 
DCLCCN IBV OV. cnc ke aces 4 eheie eee Albert DeMond 

and George Bricker 
UR ER arte eaecs anios owe Kee Albert DeMond 
Att TSG a ager As Ow es sa ee Ted Smith 


Slug E245. cme. Se ee eee. ee. oe John Ridgely 
Sister Margaret’. Su.) “US, a. Jean Benedict 
Sister Patricia.....5 0.5... Maureen Rodin-Ryan 
Mother Superior... w..% : wasness : Lottie Williams 
INGEN gs. . apenas sae chetts BE TeER Ce. ub James Nolan 
DistrictsA ttorney os: bara Aa daes .s don Cy Kendall 
Judge Stanhoper. tN: fuccihe... Paul Everton 
mrs. O'Reilly a7. tisk 24 ateeey Dorothy Vaughn 
STAFF 
Photography by...... L. Wm, O’Connell, A.S.C. 
PU Wena e cece es cars Everett Dodd 
PBIOR OGD PECtGY Soe a hn cc Jo Graham 
ME MIN, 5g Sic ay af Oo eee oe Stanley Jones 
AAs... 5 )s vw Be eee Howard Shoup 


FRANK McHUGH 
FALLS IN LOVE 
WITH NEW STAR 


Recently Frank McHugh, 
whose popularity as a Warner 
Bros. comedian allows him, like 
the wicked, no rest, worked in 
the picture, “Little Miss Thor- 
oughbred,” now showing at the 
Strand Theatre. Here he showed 
that he was a sucker for senti- 
ment, for he fell in love with 
his greatest direct rival in the 
cast, namely little Janet Chap- 


man, the six-year-old acting 
sensation who plays the title 
role. 


McHugh and the tiny blonde 


Frank 
McHugh 


Mat 108——15c 


girl are in scene after scene to- 
gether, and he is a famous 
scene stealer. Being in so many 
scenes with the little girl, how- 
ever, sank him this time. She 
was there to crab nearly all of 
his stuff. 

Did McHugh resent that? Not 
on your life! Instead, he went 
around singing the tot’s praises. 
He never tired of telling what 
a miracle it was that she won 
this part without having had 
any acting experience of any 
sort. 

“Just goes to show you ac- 
tresses are born!” Frank would 
say. “Take Bernhardt, Duse, 
Helen Hayes — it’s not experi- 
ence with them but divine 
flame!” 


She's Vallee Fan 


Little Janet Chapman, War- 
ner Bros.’ newly discovered 
child star, who has the title 
role in “Little Miss Thorough- 


bred,” now playing at the 
Strand Theatre, did a quick 
double take in the studio’s 


Green Room at lunch one day 
When Rudy Vallee walked in. 

She looked at Vallee, then her 
head quickly circled the room’s 
walls as she counted softly un- 
der her breath. 

“Eight of him on the wall 
and there he is alive!’’ she ex- 
claimed. 

She had counted Vallee’s por- 
traits in the Green Room gal- 
lery of Warner Bros. stars. 
Then, with blue eyes flashing, 
she nudged the assistant direc- 
tor with her and asked coyly: 
“How about introducing me?” 


New Combination 


Ann Sheridan, now appear- 
ing at the Strand Theatre in 
her latest Warner Bros. picture, 
“Little Miss Thoroughbred,” 
combines pigskin and python 
in her newest set of accessories. 
The gloves have pigskin palms 
and python backs; the square 
pigskin bag is bound in python 
and has long slim handles of 
the latter, while the wide belt 
is equally divided horizontally 
between the two leathers. 


Janet in Demand 


The day after tiny six-year- 
old Janet Chapman’s first pic- 
ture was finished by Warner 
Bros., three other studios asked 
to see her tests and another 
one to make tests of their own 
for a big child-star film. The 
picture in which she makes her 
debut is “Little Miss Thorough- 
bred,” now showing at the 
Strand Theatre. 
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Laughs and thrills 
ride neck-and-neck 
in this gallant story 
_of a hard-hearted 
gambler, a soft- 
hearted gal and a 


broken-hearted kid! 


Vitagroph, Inc. 


ADVERTISING 


with JOHN LITEL- ANN SHERIDAN 


For Every 
Thoroughbred . 
.. And Her § 
Boy Friend! 


The drama of a 
gallant girl who 
wouldn't let her 
man be a failure! 


with JOHN LITEL + ANN SHERIDAN 
FRANK McHUGH -JANET CHAPMAN 


Directed by John Farrow Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Vitagraph, Inc. 


FRANK McHUGH- JANET CHAPMAN a er ee 


Directed by John Farrow 


Mat 30!1—252 Lines—45c 


;Here’s Something New in 


RACING FORM! 


You can’t go wrong if you follow 
her perfect form-ula for making the 
racing racket pay off...in love! 


with JOHN LITEL + ANN SHERIDAN 


FRANK 


McHUGH - JANET CHAPMAN 


‘ Directed by John Farrow * Presented by Warner Bros. 


Vitagraph, Ing. 


Mat 203—146 Lines—30c 
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_Miss Thoroughbred 


yy JOHN LITEL- ANN SHERIDAN - FRANK McHUGH - JANET CHAPMAN 


Directed by John Farrow - Presented by WARNER BROS. Vitograph, ing, 


Thoroughbred’ 


in JOHN LITEL - ANN SHERIDAN 
FRANK McHUGH - JANET CHAPMAN 


Directed by John Farrow - Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Vitagraph, Inc. 


Mat 20!1—60 Lines—30c 


_ THEY'RE CHEERING 
HOME A WINNER 


.. AND SO 


WILL You! 


' 


Mat 202—64 Lines——30c 


ADVERTISING 


Not too sweet... 
Not too naughty... 
BUT JUST RIGH 


See America’s new baby heart-throb in 


he s teaching | y 
him fiow LAUGHS AND THRILLS RACE NECK-AND-NECK vi GN 


thorough a as the year’s fastest racing drama \'\ 
Thoroughbred comes thundering down the stretch! s\\\ racetrack rot! 


can he! ” 


wth JOHN LITEL+ ANN SHERIDAN 
FRANK McHUGH JANET CHAPMAN 


Directed by John Farrow 


Vitagraph, Inc. 


Mat 104—51 Lines—I5c 


'Y WARNER BROS, 
Y John Farrow 


Vitegroph, Inc. 


Laughs and Thrills Race Neck-and-Neck! 


Mat 204—118 Lines—30c 


Vitegroph, Inc. 


Mat 106—86 Lines—1I5c 


with HN LTE. ANN SHERIDAN 
FRANK McHUGH -JANET CHAPMAN 


Directed by John Farrow- Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 101—24 Lines—1I5c 


IF YOUR GIRL FRIEND 


..thinks you're wonderful ; 
..laughs at your jokes 

..$aves your money 

... likes your kisses 


and Her Boy Friend! SHE’ § A THOROUGHBRED oe 


See the racing racket 


pay off...in love! 
Hee ee oe ee ee 


For Every Thoroughbred. .. 


WARNER BROS.’ 
Race-Track Riot= 


‘Little Miss 


THOROUGHBRED 


boy with JOHN LITEL yp 
Ok 43 > ANN SHERIDAN : 
My ome FRANK McHUGH ge 
JANET CHAPMAN i 


Directed by JOHN FARROW 


Poe reper bed | 


- SRS 


: cil Mis 
horow 


wn JOHN LITEL - ANN SHERIDAN 
FRANK McHUGH -JANET CHAPMAN 


Directed by John Farrow Presented by WARNER BROS. 


with JOHN LITEL 
ANN SHERIDAN 
FRANK McHUGH 
JANET CHAPMAN 


. Directed by John Farrow 
_ Presented by WARNER BROS. 


Mat 102—31 Lines—I5c 


Mat 105—49 Lines—I5c 


Vitegreph, Inc. 


Mat 205—154 Lines—30c 
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EXPLOITATION 


A HOT TIP 


Insert regular heralds in 
small envelopes marked: 
“Today's Best Bet.’ Distri- 
bute on street corners, in 
barber shops, sport arenas; 
have newsstands give them 
away with racing sheets. 


ACTION DISPLAY 


For an animated lobby dis- 
play place some toy horses 
on an endless belt with race 
track scenes as background. 
Selling copy and blowups 
are spotted about display. 


LET’S ALL PLAY 


Pin games based on horse 
racing are a most popular 
indoor sport currently. Bor- 
row a few machines for the 
lobby; placard with title 
copy and have attendant 
supervise operation. Players 
with highest scores win 
guest passes. 


HORSESHOES 


Have local florist make up 
large wreath in form of 
horseshoe. Place cutout 
heads of Ann Sheridan, 
John Litel, Frank McHugh 
and Janet Chapman in cen- 
ter. Surround with scene 
stills, billing and playdates. 
Heads can be cut out of the 
three sheet or one sheet (see 
accessory section). 


SHOW BLOWUPS 


Four year old Janet Chap- 
man is a screen star in her 
first picture. Well in ad- 
vance of your showing dis- 
play blowups of stills Nos. 
LL-9, LL-11, and LL-Pub R. 
Copy: “Not Too Sweet! Not 
Too Naughty! But Just Right! 
She’s America’s New Baby 
Heart-throb! Janet Chapman 
—star of ‘Little Miss Thor- 
oughbred.’ Coming soon.” 


MEET TALISMAN 


Send truck through streets 
with horse in stall set on 
top. Every few blocks 
horse is paraded about for 
the folks to look at. Billing 
and playdates appear on 
horse’s blanket. Copy on 
truck: “Meet Talisman, Lit- 
tle Miss Thoroughbred’s 
entry in the great race to be 
held at the Strand Treatre 
beginning Friday. See War- 
ner Bros.’ win-place-and 
show-sensation — ‘Little 
Miss Thoroughbred’.”” Blow- 
up heads of the stars and 
batch of scene stills com- 
plete the display. 
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Spot signs, placards, and banners in and around horse 


“Thonoughbrod” Contests 


THOROUGHBRED FOTO: Take advantage of 
the current craze for amateur photography by 
conducting search for best picture of a child 
taken by an amateur. Town's well-known 
photographers act as judges with entries dis- 
played in lobby; winners published in paper. 
The child whose photo is judged best might be 
called “Little Miss Thoroughbred” and pre- 
sented prize from stage during run of picture. 


PET THOROUGHBRED: Round up _ town’s 
thoroughbred animal pets with cooperation of 
local paper and S.P.C.A. Judges choose best 
animals in each class and local “Miss 
Thoroughbred” presents prizes from stage. 


GOOD DEEDS: Idea is to invite young girls to 
submit records of good deeds they performed 
recently. Writer of best letter is chosen as 
town's “Little Miss Thoroughbred.’ Next best 
ten letters are published in local paper and 
authors awarded guest passes to show. 


Tie-Up Horse Shows 


shows, polo games, and country fairs. Local riding 
academy should be willing to cooperate by presenting 
a “Little Miss Thoroughbred Trophy” to best rider. 


6 Ways to Tell Kids 


. Spot announcements before and after children’s 


radio programs. 


. Distribute heralds and throwaways in school dis- 


tricts. 


- Run special kid matinee on Saturday A.M. 
. Plant coloring contest in local paper (use ad mat). 


. Place posters, stills and window cards in stores 


near schools. 


Arrange a “Soapbox Derby.” Kids use broomstick 
6 -) I 
‘horses.” Prizes to fastest and most original. 


Teletype in Lobby 


Set up a teletype machine in lobby with placard an- 
nouncing: “Latest Racing Results.” Folks reading 
ticker tape see plug for film, racing results appearing 
between plugs. Copy: “They’re cheering home a 
winner ...and so will you when you see Warner Bros.’ 
win-place-and-show sensation of the screen—*‘Little 


Miss Thoroughbred.’ ” 


Stills for Dealer Fie-Ups 


ANN SHERIDAN: 


AS-Pub A 282 
AS-Pub A 298 


Bathing Suit 


FRANK McHUGH: 


FM-Pub A 105 
PM-Pub A 153 


Croquet 


JANET CHAPMAN: 


Doll 


Order these specially prepared stills from Campaign Plan Editor. 
Complete set of six—50c; individually 10c. 


MILK TIE-UP 


Title suggests a tie-up with 
local milk company. Ar- 
range to have dairy place 
imprinted collars on their 
early morning deliveries 
Wien copy: . BE A 
THOROUGHBRED! Drink 
Lordens Milk For Health .. . 
See ‘Little Miss Thorough- 
bred’ at the Strand Theatre 
for Laughs and Thrills.” 


HANDICAPPERS 


Horse race handicapper on 
local newspaper might be 
persuaded to call their 
“best-bet” of the day “Little 
Miss Thoroughbred Selec- 
tion” during the run of pic- 
ture. Display blowup of 
daily selections in lobby 
surrounded by batch of 
scene stills and selling copy. 


HORSE BLANKET 


Promote a horse blanket 
from local dealer and dis- 
play it in lobby week in 
advance with dealer credit. 
Arrange to present it to win- 
ner of biggest race held 
near your town. Play up 
angle that blanket is gift 
from “Little Miss Thorough- 
bred—Janet Chapman.” 


FOR GOOD LUCK 


On display board in lobby 
place a number of good 
luck pieces such as: horse- 
shoe, four-leaf clover, small 
pins, and rabbit's foot. High- 
light a blowup head of 
Janet Chapman with copy: 
“She's the good luck charm 
of a hard luck gambler.” 
Idea can also be used for 
newspaper contest. Readers 
are asked to submit list of 
good luck symbols, longest 
list wins guest tickets. 


PERFECT FORM 


Take advantage of the nu- 
merous publicity breaks ac- 
corded Ann Sheridan in 
many of the national maga- 
zines and newspapers cur- 
rently, playing up the fact 
that she is the possessor of 
the “perfect American girl 
figure.” Effective lobby dis- 
play can be built around 
this publicity barrage by 
mounting tear-sheets on 
easel next to giant blow-up 
of Ann Sheridan (still No. 
AS Pub A277). Copy: 
“Here's something new in 
racing form!’’ Follow this 
with billing and playdates. 


NON-RENTAL ITEMS 


PRICES: (Ae ee 


© Vitagraph, nee 3 
SLIDE — 15c each 


MIDGET REGULAR WINDOW CARD 

WINDOW | to 49 7c each 
CARD 50 to 99 bc each 
4c each 100 and over 5'/oc each 


©)Vitagraph, inc. 


LOSE Y DISPLA:Y'S 


Let us tell you how your theatre can have these displays at 


Official Billing 


a reasonable weekly rental fee. WARNER BROS. a07/5 

AMERICAN DISPLAY COMPANY, Inc. Pictures, Inc. Present Bt 

525 WEST 43rd STREET NEW YORK CITY “LITTLE MISS THOROUGHBRED'"!00%, 
with 

JOHN LITEL, ANN SHERIDAN, FRANK McHUGH, 

JANET CHAPMAN 40% 

Directed by 20%, 


JOHN FARROW 


JOHN UTEL ARN SHERIDAN 
FRANK MRL ADEE CHAPMAN 


Screen Play by Albert DeMond and George Bricker os 


From the Story by Albert DeMond 2h; 


A Warner Bros. Picture oh fs 
24" x 60" (also in size 24" x 82") 40" x 60" (also in size 30" x 40") 
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RENT THESE ACCESSORIES 


SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES 


(For Posting or Sniping) 


ONE-SHEETS 
BOHO-99.. 


100 and over 


50t0o99 . 


100 and over 


25 to 49 
SOTO 99. 


100 and over 


MAREE-SRIGEL ne aa’ s Rental 24c-each 


SAC STIGRE Bs ge eee ao My gia, a ee pies tik ok | SS ee ad Gea 


INSERT CARD 
Rental. . . . 2c each ONE-SHEET) 2 god a de a ae Real Oe each 


CGAkt AN BURL 99 OCALA SLADE ROA KATA CMA 


(cs AWARNER BROS. (>) 


© Vitagraph, Inc. 


COLORED 22 x 28's 


Rental: 20c each 


COLORED 
Il x 14's 


SET OF 8 
Rental: 35c¢ 


RINT 
on fe 
Usa 


WE KNEW 
WE HAD 
A FIND! 


Vitagraph, Inc 


Ny 


Mat 302—45c 
Little JANET CHAPMAN, new Warner Bros. starlet, now being acclaimed by the critics. 


After putting the regular press book on press for “Little 
Miss Thoroughbred,” the trade critics came thru with these 
raves. We knew we had a “find” but didn't want to push 
her too strongly. Now we can't hold her back — so we've 
fixed four special ads boosting little Janet. But first read 


these reviews:— 


MOTION PICTURE 


DAILY 


Hollywood Previews 


“Little Miss Thoroughbred” 
(Warners) 

Hottywoop, April 27.—‘Little Miss Thoroughbred” contains a lot 
of mass-appeal entertainment. Though the materials of which it is made 
are familiar, it tells a story that blends human interest, comedy and 
action in an oddly conceived romance. Its outstanding feature, one which 
has much tuture commercial importance, is five-year-old Janet Chap- 
man, who has the poise and seems to possess the talents presaging future 
popularity. With all due respect to the contributions made by the other 
players, sne is the star who holds the piece together and gives it punch 
and zip. 


‘ r this picture “ 
r 
ible ot oor \s : f C me 
Foy has lifted te ction. 
n. j ne 
eee titl 


(see other side) 


e gi 
e 


ADS THAT SELL LITTLE JANET CHAPMAN 


SEE TOMORROW’S 
BIGGEST LITTLE STAR 
In Her Very First Picture! 


You'll be seeing lots 
more of 4-year-old 


Janet Chapman! 
_ She's going places 
ee __.,.With your heart! 


ttle Miss 
Thoroughbred 


‘Little Miss 
THOROUGHBRED 


> with JANET CHAPMAN - JOHN LITEL 
ANN SHERIDAN - FRANK McHUGH 


Directed by John Farrow + Presented by WARNER BROS. 


with JOHN LITEL - ANN SHERIDAN 
FRANK McHUGH « presented oy wannen eros. 


Vitagraph, Inc. 


Vitagrapn, Inc. 


Mat 208—148 lines—30c Mat 113—75 lines—15c 
1g Go \ She’s colossal!... 
l 
You'll thank WARNER wpe SNe yerd ~ Sh beegye eur 
BROS. for discovering \g end: \g 8: he’s the screen's 
the darlingest four year Syne eft ne Ane tiniest star...an 
eae wee 1 over-night sensation 


hug to your heart! 


Little Miss JANET CHAPMAN 


‘Little Miss | 
THOROUGHBRED 


with JOHN LITEL - ANN SHERIDAN 
FRANK McHUGH « Presentea by WARNER BROS. 


Vitagraph, Inc. ~ Vitagr raph, Inc. 


Mat |14—52 lines—I5c Mat 207—110 lines—30c 


Read Critics’ Raves on Other Side 


Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


